
Flying Officer J. W. Bancroft (RAF Volunteer Reserve) 

Joe Bancroft spent his early years in India, where his father was manager of a textile mill.  When the 

family returned to England, Joe attended Keighley Grammar School and his two younger brothers, 

Gordon and Malcolm, attended Kildwick school1,2. 

Joe joined the RAF in February 1941 and was sent for training to Canada.  He later became an 

instructor at No. 38 Service Flying Training School (SFTS) based at Estevan. 

No. 38 SFTS was opened by the RAF on April 1st 1942, as part of the British Commonwealth Air 

Training Plan, to train pilots for the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF)3,4,5. 

 

Avro Anson training aircraft
6
 on the Estevan flight line 

The Estevan training school was closed after less than two years.  The site is now used as a 

commercial airport. 



Being an SFTS flight instructor was by no means an easy option.  Accidents were commonplace and 

training officers were required to show a great deal of skill and courage7. 

 

The wreck dump at No. 38 SFTS Estevan 

Flying Officer Bancroft was killed in an air accident on July 29th 1943.  He was buried in the cemetery 

at Estevan8. 

His death was reported in the Craven Herald1. 
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